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Why an Ordinance?   Reclaim our Water Resources!



PA ACT 167!

• The County adopted the Integrated Water Resources Plan (IWRP) in 
2020 required by the Stormwater Management Act (ACT 167) of 1978

• Each Municipality must enact a Stormwater Ordinance consistent 
with the plan.

• New Development should include Storm water management 
consistent with the plan and the requirements of the municipal 
ordinance.

• Municipalities can use the ordinance to solve issues, answer 
questions, help residents.



Model Stormwater Management Ordinance

• DEP’s model ordinance 
2022

• Input from WCD Technical 
Advisory Committee

• Input from local municipal 
solicitors

• WPAC Comment Response 
period

• County Resolution

• DEP Review and Comment



Highlights in the 
DRAFT Model SWM Ordinance

•Release Rate - minimum 80%
•Regulated Development Activity Table  

(Exemption, No-Harm, Demonstrated 
Equivalency, Small Project, SWM Plan)
•WCD Review of Submissions related to SWMO
• Fee Schedule to cover municipal costs to 

administer SWM reviews/inspections/etc



ARTICLE III – SWM Performance Standards

What YOU need to do
• Designate Municipality, Watershed(s), WCD review

• Designate recommended release rate

• Set square footage requirements for Regulated Development Activity Table

• Exemptions / No-Harm 

• Waivers / Modifications / Demonstrated Equivalency

• Small Project

• Set Runoff Control Volume (1”, 2”), design storm (10-25-50-100yr)

• MS4 requirements, credits

• Fencing for SW BMPs

• Recommended slopes, distances, sizes, etc. for development 



Stormwater Performance Districts

• Establish standards for design 
professionals

• Release Rate, Water Quality 
Standards

• For more information refer to 
www.westmorelandstormwater.org

• Although modeling was NOT 
COMPLETED in some watersheds, 
an 80% release rate is 
recommended (factor of safety). Recommended Release Rates

Turtle Creek Watershed

http://www.westmorelandstormwater.org/


Flexibility:  Tailoring the Model Ordinance
302 Regulated Development Activity Table

WHICH PROJECTS REQUIRE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT?

SWM Plan Requirement New Impervious Area for 

New and Redevelopment 

Disturbed Area* Next Steps

Exempt 0 Less than 1 acre Comply with Exemption 

section of this ordinance

No-Harm Up to [1,000] sf for urban 

[3,000] square feet for 

suburban/rural areas

Less than [3,000] sf urban 

[5,000] square feet for 

suburban / rural areas

Comply with No-Harm 

section of this ordinance

Waiver / Modification / 

Demonstrated 

Equivalency

Less than 1 acre, subject 

to municipal approval

Less than 1 acre Comply with Waiver / 

Modification / 

Demonstrated 

Equivalency section of 

this ordinance

Small Project (per 

definition), refer to 

Appendix C

[1,000] [3,000] square 

feet to [10,000] square 

feet

[3,000] [5,000] square 

feet to [20,000] square 

feet

Submit Small Project Site 

Plan complete with all 

attachments

Stormwater 

Management Plan 

meeting the Ordinance 

requirements

Greater than [10,000] 

square feet if Exempt and 

Small Project criteria are 

not met, or if 

improvements do not 

meet No-Harm criteria

Greater than [20,000] 

square feet

Consult a qualified 

professional



The court will add 4,700 square feet of new 

impervious area. 

Small Project Requirements

• Remove the first 1 or 2 inch of 

runoff by reuse, evaporation,  

transpiration, or infiltration 

(Stormwater BMPs)

• Drain the removed runoff within 

72 hours

Determined through Small 

Projects Stormwater Management 

Worksheet (Appendix C) 

Small Project 



Flexibility: SWM for Small Project
(as for single family homes)

• Sites disturbing less than [SF set by mun.] 
can be submitted without hiring a 
professional

• A Small Project Stormwater Management 
Plan must be submitted to the [Municipality] 
and the Conservation District including:
• Narrative
• Stormwater Management Plan
• Small Project Stormwater Management 

Worksheet;
• Signed [acknowledgement] [agreement] 
• Erosion and Sediment Control Plan



ARTICLE V – SWM Plan Submission 
and Review

What YOU need to do:

• Determine reviewing agencies
• WCD can provide a ‘Letter of Consistency’ regarding submissions related to 

Municipal (Act 167) Stormwater Ordinances for a minimal fee charged to the 
land developer

• Financial guarantees and agreements



ARTICLE VII – Fees, Financial Guarantees 
and Dedication

What YOU need to do:

• Statutory authority

• Governing agency

• Set FEES in Appendix to be paid by land developer to Municipality
• For Application, Exemption, No-harm, Demonstrated Equivalency, Small 

Project, Stormwater Management Plan, Inspection, Deposit



APPENDICES

What YOU need to do:

• Appendix A Stormwater Management Performance Districts (TBD)

• Appendix B Example: Operation and Maintenance [Acknowledgment / 
Agreement] 

• Appendix C Small Project Stormwater Management Site Plan and Worksheet

• Appendix D Stormwater Management Plan Checklist

• [Appendix E No-Harm Project Computation form]

• [Appendix F Fees, Financial Guarantees]



The Steps You Need to Take

•Review YOUR ordinance

•Compare it to the Model Ordinance

• Identify square footage limits for regulated 
development

• Identify responsible parties 

• Set fees, guarantees

•Determine penalties, appeals



Westmoreland County 
Model Stormwater Ordinance

Visit it online at

www.westmorelandstormwater.org

OR Contact 

Jim@wcdpa.com and Kathyh@wcdpa.com

http://www.westmorelandstormwater.org/
mailto:Jim@wcdpa.com
mailto:Kathyh@wcdpa.com

