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Why an Ordinance?   Reclaim our Water Resources!



PA ACT 167!

ÅTheCountyadopted the Integrated Water Resources Plan (IWRP) in 
2020 required by the Stormwater Management Act (ACT 167) of 1978

ÅEach Municipality must enact a Stormwater Ordinance consistent 
with the plan.

ÅNew Development should include Storm water management 
consistent with the plan and the requirements of the municipal 
ordinance.

ÅMunicipalities can use the ordinance to solve issues, answer 
questions, help residents.



Model Stormwater Management Ordinance

Å59tΩǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ 
2022

ÅInput from WCD Technical 
Advisory Committee

ÅInput from local municipal 
solicitors

ÅWPAC Comment Response 
period

ÅCounty Resolution

ÅDEP Review and Comment



Highlights in the 
DRAFT Model SWM Ordinance

ÅRelease Rate - minimum 80%
ÅRegulated Development Activity Table  
(Exemption, No-Harm, Demonstrated 
Equivalency, Small Project, SWM Plan)
ÅWCD Review of Submissions related to SWMO
ÅFee Schedule to cover municipal costs to 
administer SWM reviews/inspections/etc



ARTICLE III ςSWM Performance Standards

What YOU need to do
ÅDesignate Municipality, Watershed(s), WCD review

ÅDesignate recommended release rate

ÅSet square footage requirements for Regulated Development Activity Table

ÅExemptions / No-Harm 

ÅWaivers / Modifications / Demonstrated Equivalency

ÅSmall Project

Å{Ŝǘ wǳƴƻŦŦ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ ±ƻƭǳƳŜ όмέΣ нέύΣ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǎǘƻǊƳ όмл-25-50-100yr)

ÅMS4 requirements, credits

ÅFencing for SW BMPs

ÅRecommended slopes, distances, sizes, etc. for development 



Stormwater Performance Districts

ÅEstablish standards for design 
professionals

ÅRelease Rate, Water Quality 
Standards

ÅFor more information refer to 
www.westmorelandstormwater.org

ÅAlthough modeling was NOT 
COMPLETED in some watersheds, 
an 80% release rate is 
recommended (factor of safety). Recommended Release Rates

Turtle Creek Watershed

http://www.westmorelandstormwater.org/

