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Municipal Separate Storm 

Sewer System (MS4)

MS4 Updates



• Current PAG-13 MS4 permits are administratively 
extended through March 15, 2025

• Deadlines for Pollutant Reduction Plan and 
Pollutant Control Measure implementation have 

not been extended.

• MS4 Permittees should continue to submit 
Annual Reports during the extension period.

MS4 General Permit (PAG-13 Extension)



– 6 Minimum Control Measures (MCMs)
– 2022 Model Stormwater Ordinance

2018 PAG-13 Requirements 

All Permittees 

– Pollutant Reduction Plan (PRP) or Total Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) Plans

– Pollutant control measures (PCMs)

Permittees that discharge to waters impaired for metals, 
pathogens, or priority organics (PCBs)

Permittees that discharge to waters impaired for 
sediment and/or nutrients (including the Ches. Bay)



– Reported in MS4 Annual Status Reports

– Due September 30th of each year of permit coverage

2018 PAG-13 Requirements 

MCM Implementation 

– Attached to MS4 Annual reports

• Mapping (2019)

• Suspected source inventory (2020)

• Source  investigation (2022) 

PCMs 



– Pollutant Reduction Plans (PRP) and Total Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) Plans required pollutant load reductions 
within 5 years following DEP’s approval of permit coverage.

– Report demonstrating compliance with the required 
pollutant load reductions must be submitted as an 
attachment to the first Annual MS4 Status Report due 
following completion of the 5th year of permit coverage.

– PRP or TMDL Final Reports Due September 30, 2024

• If the PRP approval date + 5 years falls between July 1, 
2023 and June 30, 2024, the PRP Final Report is due as 
an attachment to the annual report due this year.

PRP and TMDL Plans Final Reports

PRP or TMDL Plan Implementation 



PRP/ TMDL Plan Final Report Template 

• Posted to eLibary

• Use of the template is not required 
but is encouraged. 

• If the template is not used, the final 
report should include all the 
information requested in the 
template, at a minimum, to be 
considered complete. 

• Instructions for completing the 
PRP/TMDL Plan Final Report are 
included within the Annual MS4 
Status Report Instructions also posted 
to eLibrary.



Summary of PRP or TMDL 
Plan requirements

PRP/ TMDL Plan Final Report Template 

Attachments with 
documentation showing 
BMP crediting

BMPs implemented and 
the load reductions 
achieved



PRP and TMDL Final Reports

• Different Attachments for each 
BMP Type

• All final reports must include 
documentation sufficient to 
support the load reduction(s) 
being claimed for each BMP. 

• For example, a permittee 
implementing a rain garden 
would complete Attachment A 
and provide the required 
attachments (sites photos, as-
built drawings, O&M Plan)



PRP and TMDL Final Reports

• Compliance Determination

– If sufficient BMPs were 
implemented to provide the 
required load reduction, check 
yes and leave the compliance 
table blank.

– If the required load reduction 
was not met, check no and 
attach an explanation and 
provide a schedule for 
completing implementation of 
the PRP or TMDL Plan.

• Certification 



Final Reports - BMP Red Flags



Final Reports - BMP Red Flags



Compliance Determination

• The information provided in the Compliance Determination 
section will be used to determine what steps will be 
necessary to bring the permittee into compliance. 

If permitting delays impacted the project completion timeline, 
list when the permit was applied for, what caused the 
permitting delay, when was the permit received.

If unforeseen construction delays impacted project 
completion, explain the cause of the delay and provide a 
timeline for when the BMPs will be completed.

If lack of funding was the reason a PRP was not fully 
implemented, provide information on what funding sources 
were evaluated, including grants and loans that were 
applied for. 

Examples



BMP Project Funding

The Pennsylvania Infrastructure 
Investment Authority provides 
construction and related funding for 
BMPs for the following categories:

• Urban Stormwater BMPs
• Agricultural BMPs
• Abandoned Mine Drainage BMPs
• Brownfields BMPs
* Funding terms vary depending on the affordability of 
the project to the applicant.

Growing Greener is an investment of 
state funds to address critical 
environmental concerns. Grants are 
provided for the following 
categories:

• Watershed restoration and 
protection

• Abandoned mine reclamation; 
• Abandoned oil and gas well 

plugging projects.

Growing Greener

www.pennvest.pa.gov

PENNVEST@pa.gov

www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/GrantsL
oansRebates/Growing-Greener

RA-GrantsCenter@pa.gov

http://www.pennvest.pa.gov/
mailto:PENNVEST@pa.gov
http://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/GrantsLoansRebates/Growing-Greener
mailto:PENNVEST@pa.gov


Option 1 - Greenport MS4 eReporting Application

• In 2023, the MS4 eReporting application was in the final 
phase of testing and its use was limited to permittees 
from select counties. For 2024, use of the eReporting 
application is being made available to all MS4 
permittees. 

• Sign up for Greenport Account and request access to the 
MS4 eReporting Application.

• Step-by-step guidance on setting up your account and 
completing an electronic annual report is posted to 
Clean Water Academy.

MS4 Annual Status Report Submission 



Option 2 – Electronic Submission (Public Upload) 

• OnBase is no longer available

• Clicking on “Electronic Submissions” on DEP’s main page will 
take you to the public upload website.

• Filter Submission Type by Program: Annual Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Status Report Form 
3800-FM-BCW0491

• DEP Program Area: Clean Water

• Request Type: Other

MS4 Annual Status Report Submission 

Option 3 – Hard Copy Submission



Michael Fifth, P.E.
Env. Engineer Manager
Clean Water Program

mfifth@pa.gov
412-442-4086

Questions?

Lauren Nolfi, E.I.T.
Env. Engineering Specialist

Clean Water Program
Lnolfi@pa.gov
412-442-4086

RA-EPPAMS4@pa.gov
717-787-5017

DEP’S Bureau of Clean Water

mailto:mfifth@pa.gov
mailto:Lnolfi@pa.gov
mailto:RA-EPPAMS4@pa.gov

