WESTMORELAND COUNTY SOIIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
GREENSBURG, PA,

19562
ANNUAL REPORT
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This is the fourth annual report of the Vestmoreland County
Soll Conservation District. The followlng direcctors served
on the Board during 1952: Mortis Gongeware, Irwin, Pa.,
Chalrman;. Robert Torrance, Txport, Pa,, Vice-Chairman;
Iugene Ceairns, Ligonier, Pa., Member; Wllllam grlffith,
New Stanton, Pa., Member; Harry Gongaware, County
Commlsaicner . ‘

In 19852 the District worked with eight wabtershed groups of
farmers, 'The group approach met with varying degrees of .
success. The District hag enlisted the ald of the Vocatlional
Agrlculbural teachers 1In the County to assist in locating
watershed groups, The results of thelr efforiss are expected
tc be noticed during the coming year. '

Plang of congervatlon recommandaticns for both the Loyalm
‘harma and Conemaugh Reservoirs were completed and delivered
to the U. 8. Army Corps of Enginsers by tho District during
1952,

The Board of Directors of Westmoreland County Soil Consor-
vation District have Memoranda of Understanding with: U. S,
Dopartment of Agrileulture, Soll Conservablon Service;
Pennaylvania Department of Iorests and Waters; the Pennw
sylvanla Department of Highways; the Peonnsylvania Gane
Commigslon and the Pennsylvenia Fish Commisgsion,

During 1952 twelve Board meetings were held, and represent-
atives from the cooperating agencies attended.

Bducatbtlonal Activitiles

Twenty-one news articles were prepared and appeared in 1786
publications of eleven different newspapers in Westmore-
land County. '

The District and cooperating agencles Curnished apoakers at
3L meetings with approximatoly 1,000 people in attendance,
One of these meelings was a Conservation Day Program at Mt.
Pleasant Township High School; approximately 700 students
and guests were present,
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Savon tours of cooperatorst! farms wero spongored, with an
attendance of esighty~-four. Eilght farmer-group meebings
ware held for the purpose of discussing preliminary farm
planning,

The District entered the Baltimore and Ohlo Rallroad Con-
gervation Gontest, and cooperated in the Green Pasture
contest oonducbed by the Production and Marketing Adminis-
tration.

Gatbing Gonservatiqg on_the Land

Farm Plars . Acres

Thig Year 1o Date This Year To Tate

Cooperators 159 391 17,675 18,895
Bgsic Plans _ ' 30 237 2,533 29,023
Initial and Advanc@d PlLans 154 391 19,872 h8:895
Conservation Surveys 17,300 5?,586

To combat erosion and lmprove wildlifo habitat durlng 19562
the District, through cooperation ol the Soill Consovvation
Sorvice,; furnished coonoralops with 43,000 troeog and 47,000
shirubs and hodgos,

Soll Consorvation Sorvice personnel furnishod the District
during 1056&:

Area Conservationist part timeo
Clerk nart timo
Farm Planner part time

Congervation Surveyor full timo
Agricultural inginocy part time
Farm Planncr full time
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THE FOLLOWING IS A COMPILATION OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION PRACTICES
ESTABLISHED: :

PRACTICES . UNIT ~ ESTABLISHED

| ' _WHIS PERICD __TO_DAIE
Contour Farming Aeres | 2190 37L3
Cover Cropping Aores 360 L6l
Stri§~0ropping Acres 2688 3377
Pasture Improvement Acres 899 1h31
Farm Ponds Noo 15 23
Tree Planting (no windbreaks)  Acres ’61 126
Weodland Manégement Acreg 337 53l
Woodland Protection Aores 292 IABO
Woodland Improvemernt Acres 72 . 109
Woodland Harveat cutting Aocres 13 Ll
Field Diversions Miles | 045 1,127
Farm Drainage Aores 125 140
0loded draing  L.Ft. 23509 31059 °
open drains ' Miles - OulL
Windbreak Planting Aores - ' 3e
Clearing & Obstructlon Removal Aored 220 | 375
Crop Rotatlong Acores 1385 3000
Wstablishing perennial hay Acres 17 270
Fencing, permanent Rods BE9 1951
Fish pond management Flsh 1210 1650
Fish pond management Acres 1.1 2.0
Hedges | . Ls Fte 59000 89460
Cutlets and Farm Watercourses Ly Fhe 3hi28 987178
Pasture management _ Aores 1120 20k
structures ‘ Noe 29 L5
Wildlife Area Improvement Lores 1 g
Wwildlife Borders Agres : 5BaP 5
Seeding Pastures Acres 138 273



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANTIA
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

Uniontown, Pa,
January 20, 1953

Westmoreland County

Soll Conservation

District Repord

Mr. Mortie Gongaware, President

Board of Directors

Weatmoreland County Soill Conservation Distriecs

7 Goil Conservation Service
Grecnsburg, Penngylvanila

Doar Mr. Gongaware:

Please Find attached a summary report covering the activities
of the Pennsylvania Department of Highways in crosion con-

trol practices in Westmoreland County during 1952.

Very btruly yours,

Je Wae Goeary, Jr.
District Engineer
Digtrict 12.



REPORT OF JROSION CONTROL PRACTICHS

During the past year the Pennsylvania Department of Highways
hag done exbtensive ercslon control work in Westmoreland
County. Approximately nine acres of ground, along and
adjacent to the hilghways, were geedod, mulched, and where
noceasary, planted with trees, shrubs or vines, The purposo
of thile work is to prevent the sterile subsolls from washing
out onto the higlways from the cuts and onto farmers fislds
from the f1lls.

The results of this work aro three-fold; groatly reduced
maintenance cosata of the Department for keeplng highways
clear of mud and silt; less damage to cultivated flelds of
the farmers:; aocsthetic value to the motorist by nrovliding
a highway on which tho roadside vogetation blends in with
the surrcunding counitryside,

The following is a partial ligt of materlals used for
ercslon control in Westmoreland County during 1952:;

6,775 Lbs. S3lope (rass Seed 244550 Ea. Vines

1,200 Lbhs, Berm (rass Seed 3,000 Ia,., Tres Secdlings
203 Ton Hay for Mulching 7H Ta. Flowering Trees

13,500 Ea, ¢round Cover Shrubs 12 Ha, Hvergreen Trooes

These materials were used for extonsive eroslon control work
on the following routes: '

Leogislative Route Mileage Type Roadway Locatlon

89~15 o4 4 Lano Delmond
18770 .6 4 Lane DeLlmont
117-7 (TR, 119) 4.5 3 and 4 Lane South of Gresnsburg
119 (PR, 30} 5.4 4 Lane Last of Greonsburg
68 (TeR. 22) 345 3 and 4 Tane Wost of Blairsville



: COMMONWRALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
b PENNSYLVANTA GAME COMMISSION
Field Service

Ligonier, Penngylvania
Jamdary 15, 1953

Mr, Harry C. Gongaware
Wostmoreland County Soil Conservation District
Greensburg, Penngylvania

Dear Mr, Gongaware:

Listed below are activities eoffected by the Pennsylvania
Game Commnission,; relative to the conservation program in
Wes tmoreland County:

1, Distributed 25,375 EVGrgreen andHardwood
goedlings to 51 farmers to reforest arcas
not suitable for agricultural purposes.

2, Distributed 4,500 Multiflora Rosz Seed-
lings to 9 farmers to roduce soll erosion
and provide wildlife food and coven,

5. Distributed 2,250 pounds of Rye Grass Seed
to 13 farmers to encourage its use in con-
toured corn fields as & covar orop.

4, Planted 1,000 basket willow seedlinus to
reduce stream bank ercaion,

Kindly note that the above practices wore confined to 6
Cooperative Farm~Game Projects, located within Westmore-
land County.

Sincerely yours,

PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION

Ge L, Norris, Supervisgor
Bouthwest Diviasion
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COMMONWEALTH OI' PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTHMENT OF FORESTS AND WATERS
Forbes Forest District #22
Ligonier, Pounsylvania

January 21, 19563

801l Conservation District
Grecnshburg, Pomngylvanla

Attentlon Mr. Gongawars:

Your District has requesbod some information pertaining to
publle agslstancoe rendorod woodland ownerg last filscal yoeav,

The wrifter has made inspectlons and recommendations on 48
different tracts ranging in area from two or thresc acroes to
650 acros, Vhen nakling thoso inspocticns, we make rocom-
mendationsg for refloregtatlon whereo necessary, conaldering
the soll site and exposure, age and kinds of planting stock
most adaptable, hesling and planting methods, 0ften in-
spections follow a vear or two alter the planting to nobo
the percentage of stand and general condition of the plant-
ation, Undor planting may be recomunended whore the forest
stand 1s widoly scattered or aparse.

Qur timber marking and forost stand imprevement work proves
moat veluable to the land owner. By marking, young timber

of valuable gpecics and pood form 1s saved Lrom prematuro
hervest while mabure and over mabure stock, as well as troes
of poor guallty, are marked for cutting., In many instances,
small stands of timber have been crulsed and estimates workoed
up for the woodland owner,. The ownor has alsc boon gilven
namog of several placcs whore tho timber may be marketed,
Brosion reduction, game food and cover are given conglder-
atlon. Ocasglonaly, the woodland owner or the timber
operator is asasisted in the selaction of a sabtisfactory sito
for his saw mill, Four public "Conservation Day Programs"
wore held, At thoss mootings, those who plant State Forest
soedlings, as well as cothers kncown to be intercsted are
invited to come out, observe or asslst in the planting of
geveral trees of different varieties and demonstrate and

talk metheds of planting,., COne or two public speakors are
‘likewlise invited to make briof talks. In one instance, as
wall asg local tree planters and others interostoed, the school
childron numbered aboult 850,

Many public speaking enpagomonts, uvdually with tho showing of
films, as woll ag throe high school "Carocor Confcerencosh,
have been made, Personal or itelephonce contactsg ore made by
this offico with cwnors of large timber tracts and others who
have squipmont which could be made available during foresgt
Tire onergercy.
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COMMONWEATLTH OF PENNSYLVANTIA
DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS AND WATERS
Forbos Porest Dlstrict #22

January 21, 1953

The above does not, of course, include work done in the main-
tonanco and developmont of our State forosts, parks, and
forest protection system. Aorial survaey was made to spot

gak Wilt. Fivo or six infeoctions wero locatoed in Wostmore-
land County and all have been troated or controlled. Ho-
inspections will be necegsary. In ono ingtance, hemlock
looper was subjectod to control by spraying from a helicopter.
such treatment is warranted only where. the stand is donse
enough and large oncugh to Jjustify the oxponsao of control,
This work ig done in cooperation with the land ownor,

Sincorcly yours,

Ve Me Boaror
District Forestber

1958 ANNUAL REPORT--WESTMORELAND CCUNTY
VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE AND VETHERANS PARM TRAINING PROGRAM

Tn twelve depariments of Vocatlonal Agrieulbure in Westmore=-
land County, a number of lessons are dovoted, during the
term, to the Congsrvation Program, These lessong aro supple-
mentod with Cicld trips to oubstanding farms %o obsorve tho
up-to-date practical conservabion practicos, Outstanding
filns, rolative to Soil Conservatlion, are shown in the clasgs
room end at times during the regular assembly, in order %o
make a8 many people Consorvation conscloud ag possible.
puring the year, weo had sovoral boys Iln the State Solil Con-
gorvetion Conbtost which is sponsorod by the Natlonal Puture
Parmers Organization.

 Water shed group mcebings wero conducted by tho Soill Con-
servation groups of Wostmoreland County, with our Vocabilonal
teachers., Tho moobings werc hold to discuss ways and moans
of working with farmers in order fto get them to cooperate in
devoloping & consorvation program for tholr raespochive farwms
and their noighborhoods. Reasons for cooperating and
developing Soil Consorvation on their own farms was glven to
mon in tho classos of our Future Farmers tralning Program.
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- 19562 ANNUAL RLPORT— HESTMORELAND COUNTY -~ contd.

The handbook for 1953 for Agricultural Consgcrvation Program
in Penngylvania was distribubtod among tho puplls of our
Vocational departments, as woll as Vetoran Trainoces,

Vory ftruly yours,

Ray B, Scameng, Advisor
Agriculturoe Bducation

WESTHORELAND COUNTY TRODUCLION & MARKITING ADMINISTRATION

Our program's purpose is to save and lmprovo tho nation's soll
and to conserve water. Thils rosults in more and botiter food
for all of us. The program is, thorolfore, of dircet benefit
to the health and goneral wolfaro of tho nation, Following is
a report of agsistance grantoed to Viestmorcland founty farmerg
for materials and other practiccs undor the 1952 Program:

21,724 tons of llmostono
5,513 owt. of 187 Super
15,456 cwt. of 007 Supor
778 ewbh, of 20-20
5,634 owt, of 0_12_12.
2,639 owt. of 0-14-14

596 acrcs of 3triperopping
1,800 £t. of flold diversions
26,162 It. of 4" tile
1,875 ft. of 6" tille
H farm ponds

Note: These figures includo only matorials ordered
through the program. It doos nob ;ncludo cash
paymont practicces completed by tho farmers,
Technical practices aro only thoso connlotod
undor sunervision of the 9¢3.
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