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The following are Dlrectors for the Westmoreland County Soil Conser-
vation District:

Chairmen - Mortie Gongeware, Irwin, Pa.
Vice-Chairman -~ Wm. J. Griffith, New Stanton, Pa,
Member - Robert Torrance, Export Pa,

Member - Eugene Cairns, Ligonler Pa,

Member ~ Harry G. Gongaware County Cormisslonei

Ford M, Frank, Ruffsdale, Pa, gerved as appointed Secretary for the
Board, .

The Directors are appointed by the Board of County Commissioners
from lists submitted by county farm organizations., They serve for a
pericd of four years without compensation. The main responsibility of
the Directors is to coordinate the conservation astivities of cooperat-
ing agencies such as the Boil Conservation Service, Departmeht of Forest
and Waters, Department of Highways, Fish Commission; Game Commission, Ex-
tension Serviee; Vooational AgPiculture Department; Agriculture Conger-
vation Program and Patimers Home Administration in order that soil and
water copnservation problems in the county can be met in the best possible
manner, The goal of the District Directors is to encourage all Weost-
moreland County Farmers to become Conservation Farmers.,

The Directors feéél that the bedt appfoach to soil and water con-
gservation is by working with groups of farmers on small watersheds, By
this method, tesults can be obtainsd ih lese timé and at reduded eost,

IGﬁLIGﬁmg OF THE DISTRIQY

Highlights of the Distﬁlcts aotiv1tles during 1983 follows

As of thid date there are 474 farmers developing conservation plans
£6r their land comprising over 62,000 acres of which 88 became cooper-

ators during 1953,

The District was respongible for 46 news articles, 3 conservation
tours, cne demonatration and 9 conservation education meetings.

The District is entered in a conservetion contest gponsered by
the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company.



+
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The farm of James F. Torrance and Sop was selected to enter the
statewide Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Congervation Contest and was
awarded second place in Pennsylvania, i

A proposal. for the prevention of floids on Jack's Run was submit-
ted for consideration to interested groups on the watershed, Jacks Run
was one of the 50 watersheds named in the Anderson-Hope Eill as pilet
watersheds to determine the feasibility of the small watershed approach
toward National Flood Prevention. Due to apparent lack of interest by
lecal groups, this proposal was withdrawn,

The District assisted the Agriculture Conservation Program with the
installation of the permenent type conservation practices which they were
enoouraging farmers to instell thru there cost-sharing program.

The Distriaﬁ“%%presented at the Annual lLieeting of the Seil Conser-
vation Distriet Direetors called by the State 50il Conservation Com-

miesion in Harrisbureg,

During 1953 twelve board meetings were held, and representatives
from the cooperating agencies attended,

FOLLOWING IS A BRIEF REPORT BY COOPERATING AGENCIES OF 1953 ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS IN COOFERATION WITH THE DISTRICT FROGRAM.

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

Farm Plans ' Acres
Snpp—— - A L )

This Year To Dgte This Year To Date

Basic Plans {Active) 2 235 249 28,942
Initial and Advanced Plans 88 474 10,070 62,113
Conservation Surveys 8,717 61,308

To combat erosion and improve wildlife habitat during 1953, the _
District, through cooperation of the S0il Conservatlon Serviece, furnished
cooperators with 43,850 trees and 44,500 shrubs and hedges.,



THE FOLLOWING IS A COMPILATION OF S0IL AMD WATER CONSERVATION PRACTICES
ESTABLISHED

PRACTICES , mWIT _ ESTABLISHED
: THIS PERIOD  TO DATE

e

Contour Farming Acres  nm 4886
Cover crppping Acres © 75 538
Strip-Cropping B Acres 1180 5575
Oonsarvation Orop Rotation Acres _‘ 226 B226
Rotation Grazing Acres 60 5094
Pesture Seeding . Aores | 63 - 336
Pagture Improvément | Acres 133 1564
Establishing Prennial Hay Aeres 38 B 308
Tree Planting Acres 34 160
Woodland Protection | Anres’ 91 571
Hedges ‘ L, Tt, 25500 114700
Fish Pond Improvement _ No., 1 8
Wildlife Borders ' Acres 0.5 9
Farm Drainage ~ hcres s i91
Closed Draing - | - L. Pt 38460 69519
Diversion Construction Miles 0,8 2.
Farm Ponds o | ‘ ﬁo. " 30
Constructed Outlets L. Ft. 2000 7000
Channel Improvement | | L. Ft. 2500 2500
Tand Clearing Acres 20 320



PENNSYLVANLA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS AND WATERS,
WESTMORETAND COUNTY,

During the year the foresters assisted forty-three different
land-owners in the reforestation of eut-~over woodlands or the planting
up of old fields not profitable for other agricultural work. When go-
ing over the areas, sultable varieties and apgss of planting stock for
the different soil sites and exposures would be determined., 1pthods
of mixing seedlings or transplants and the planting of same would like-
wise be disoussed,

Eighty-~four applicanta submitted applications through the district
office for planting stock, These applications were carefully reviewed
to determine from information set up on them whether the applicant might
unknowingly select unsuitable varieties or ages of planting stock for
soil and site conditions, IV ig the aim to provide the most suitable
stock for any given site, not only for ftimber produetion but likewise
for soil eronsion prevention and for food and shelter for wildlife.

In eleven instances, woodland owners were assisted in the sale of
a portion of the timber, The forester goes on the timber area and will
usually make a close tabulation and estimate of the quantity of timber
which will be removed, from sample plots, marking or otherwise desige
pating with the landowner or his men, what particular trees should come
out and what should be left, The owiner is likewise assisted in con
tacting local lumbermen in order that he might secure competitive bids
for the trees marked for sale in accordance with regulations and re-
strictions suggested by the forester., -

Many public spemkinz engagements before different groups were made,
Sound~colored films were shown if they were desired and when they were
desired throughout the county. Because of the numerous requests for
this service, not all of whioch could be accomplished by the forester,
in several occasions, films were given to show without the foreaster's
presence, While the forester can add informative remarks in addition
to what the film shows, when present, judging from the comments receive
ed from parties holding the meetings, the groups invariably manifested
great interest in the pietures. '

Foresters are continually on the alert o detect serious tres
diseases, particularly ocak wilt disease,

During the year four (4) areas were observed where one or more
- oak trees were infested. Following such observation, every tree was
properly treated as well as sdjacent trees which showed no visible in~
fection %0 preveant further spread of the disease. Murthermore rein-
spections of the areds treated the previous year were made to make
certain there was no further spread,



The strip mine forester inspected completed strip mine oper-
ations and made up planting plans for eight (8) strip mine operators
in the county, who planted about 55,000 forest tree meedlings. This
stock was planted in accordance with the strip mine forester's plans,
In some cases, where the farmers found 1t desirable to farm the stripped
area, the forester would meke up s planting plan including seeds and
fertilizers. This plenting, also, was done by the operator. In these
cases, the strip mine forester would work in cooperation with the farm-
er in order to best fulfill the object which the farmer had in mind.

V. M. Bearer~-District Forester

VOCATIONAL ACRICULTURE AND VETERANS FARM TRAINING FROGRAM,
WESTMORELAND COUNTY. o :

Vocational Agriculture in Westmoreland County Schools is taking
an active part in the Soil Conservation Program in Westmorelend County. .
These classes are taking numerous field trips in order to help the boys
understand the need of soil conservation as well as securing first hand
information on the supervised Soil Conservation Program ag it is being
conducted by the Westmoreland County Soil Conservation District.

Tt is interesting to note how (Jonservation-conscious the farmers
living in the area of these schools has developed., The group meetings
have been oconducted by the teachers of Agriculbure in our various Vo-
cational Departments, as well as the instruetors of the Veterans Agri-

oulture Program.

The Fubure Farmer Organizations in the County have been develop-
ing Soil Conservation Projects, and are being supervised by the local
Agriculture Instructors. In an article entitled “The Soul and the
Soil", Reverend Otto Bruber says, "Our duty to the land” and its re~
lationship to the dynamies of a living faith...The good earth as a
primary factor upon which every civilization depends." He also states,
#That had loses foreseen ths conditions which man has brought about
through the misuse of the good earth, he might have included an elev~
enth commandment which might have read something like this: "“Thou
shalt inherit the earth as a faithful steward, conserving its resources
and productivity from generation to generatioh, Thou shalt safepuard
thy fields from erosion, thy waters from drying up, thy forests from
desolation, thy hills from over-grazing, so that thy decendants may
have abundance without measure. If thou shlt fail in this stewardship,
the fields will become gullies and man shall, in time, vanish from the

earth.“

The Westmoreland County Schools, through Soil Conservation, are



trying to make the following come true:

green pastures., He leadeth me beside the still waters,”

Ray E. Seamens, Adviser, Agriculture Education

PENNSYLVANTIA GAME OOMMISSION - WESTMORELAND COUNTY,

As a cooperating agency of the Westmoreland County Soil Conserva-
tion Distriot, the Pennsylvania Game Commission respeefully reports
the following field mctivities during 1953 relative to Soil Conserva-

tion and better land use program:

i,
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Please note that the activities listed above were effected on
eight Cooperative Farm-Geme Projects sponsered by the Pennsylvania

Distributed, free of charge, 24,600
evergreen seedlings and 300 chestnut
seedlings to 62 farmers for refor-
estation and food production, effect-
ing approximately 18 acres,

Distributed, free of charge, 8,250
Multiflora rose seedlings to 14 farme
ers Yo reduce soil erosion by estab~
lishinent of living fences and to fur-
nish food and cover for wildlife.

Furnished 3286 pounds of rye grass seed
to 3 farmers t0 encourage its use as &
cover crop in corn fields effecting 31
gcres,

Olear cut woodland border 1,850 feet
by 25 feet to increase crop production
on adjoining fields and improve wild-
life habitat. '

Game Cormission within the County.

G. L. Norris, Supervisor, Southwest Division,

"He maketh me to lie down in



PRODUCTION & MARKETING ADMIHISTRATION, VESTMORELAND COUNTY.

Our program's purpose is to provide assistance to aid individual
farmers in protecting and improving their land and in conserving
water, Following is a report of assistance granted to Westmore-
land County Farmers for materials ordered through the Conservation
Program and assistence on other practices under the 1953 Program:

MATERIALS 3

14,052 tons of limestone

961 cwh, of 18% superphosphate
6,607 ews. of 20% superphosphate
11,050 owt. Of 0=20-80
2,814 owt, of 0-12-12
2,749 owt, of 0-14-14

450 owt, of 0-15-30

a78 owt, of 0-10-20

PRACTICES

1,076 Acres of Strip-Cropping
3,475 Ft. of Field Diversions
45,661 Ft. of Tile Dralnage
2,800 Ft, of Sof Vaterways
5 Farm Ponds

These figures inelude only materials ordered through the program.
It does not include cash payment practices completed by the farmers,
Techpical practices are only those completed under the supervision of
the Soil Conservation Service,

Mortie Gongaware, Chairman,
Produgtion & Marketing Administration



PEMNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS, WESTMORELAND COUNTY

In order to establish vegetative cover and prevent soil
erosion on slopes that have been disturbed by Highway construct-
ion, i% is the policy of the Highway Department to seed, mulch,
and where necessary, plant with shrub and/or vines, all these
disturbed arems., In sddition to this Roadside Development which
is done immediately following construction, the Department tries
to maintein the turf which has been established on slopes in past
years, Sincs the soil involved is usually.a sterile subsoil,
periodlc top dressings of lime and fertilizer are necessary.

During the past year, Roadside Development work was done on
approximately sixty-five (65),scres of land along and adjacent to
approximately eighteen (18) miles of new highway construction.

The following 1s a partial list of materials used in this
worky

6500 Lb. Grass Seed
162 Ton Hay for Mulching
51 Ton Fertilizer
85.Ton Agriculturel Lime
1500 Ea, Ground Cover Shrubs
25608 Ia, Vines and Roses
2180 Ila, Tree Seedlinga-

N ) addition to this, approximately twenty (20) tons of fer-
tilizer were used by Department forces in top dressing slopes which
had previously been stabllized,

The above is a reporty of Irosion Control Practices in cooper-
ation with the Westmoreland County Soil:conaervgtion.Districta

J. W, Géary, Ir., Distriot Engineer,
District 12, Pa. Dept. of Highways,



