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Qualified Visual Site 
Inspectors (QVSIs)



Who are They?
- Anyone responsible for 

conducting visual site 
inspections of earth 
disturbance activities under 
Chapter 102

- Inspectors must be 
qualified in order to 
conduct Visual Site 
Inspection Reports (VSIRs)

- Multiple ways to become 
qualified



Clean Water Academy Qualification
- Training can be found on Clean Water Academy (CWA)

- Training is approximately 10 hours long with 5 courses
- Qualified inspectors can be from the contractor, 

engineering firm, or a third party company
- Certification only lasts 2 years





Other Qualifications
- Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control (CPESC)
- Certified Erosion, sediment, and Stormwater Inspector (CESSWI)
- Submitting experience to a county conservation district that has 

jurisdiction over a project site
- Submitting experience to DEP’s Bureau of Clean Water for 

projects in multiple counties



Other 
Qualifications 
Document



Visual  Site Inspection 
Reports (VSIRs)

- Report that QVSIs fill out each 
week and after each major 
rainfall event (0.25in)

- Revised 4/2025
- Report includes:

- Corrective Actions
- Discharge Points
- Stabilized Areas

- Must include colored photos 
with date and time stamps



Sediment Basins



Sediment Basins
- Should be seeded 

immediately after final grade
has been accomplished
- Hydroseed/ Erosion control 

blanket slopes 3:1 or 
steeper

- Riser structures must have a 
water tight seal
- Recommend Butyl-Mastic 

Sealant for water tight seals



Erosion Gully Along 
Basin Slope



Stabilized Basin 



Stabilized Basin



Issue?



Skimmer Not 
Connected



Issue?



No Water Tight Seal





Damaged Riser Structure



Issue?



Cracks 
around 
outlet pipe



Cracks 
around 
outlet pipe



Channels



Channels
- Should be stabilized immediately after reaching final grade
- If the channel is requiring protective liner, recommended to have 

it be trapezoidal shape. V shaped channels can create gaps
between the liner.

- Sharp turns, high angles, and very low gradients should be 
avoided.



Channel is 
not stabilized



Channel with good 
stabilization



Channel stabilized 
with erosion 
control blanket

Make sure to 
have good 
contact with 
soil by stapling



Sediment Barriers



Sediment Barriers
- Includes compost filter sock 

(CFS), silt fence,rock filters, 
and others alike

- BMPs like CFS and silt fence 
should be replaced within 24 
hours after being damaged

- CFS should have a 
mulch/wood chip wedge to 
prevent sediment laden 
runoff from undermining



Mulch/wood chip 
wedge and CFS 
staked in



Underminage 
beneath CFS



Super silt fence 
installed correctly



Inlet Filter Protection



Inlet Filter Protection
- Storm sewers should be protected from sediment pollution 

if the system does not discharge into a functioning 
sediment basin or trap

- Can be removed once the drainage area to the inlet is 
stabilized with vegetative cover

- Two most commonly used are filter bags and filter mats



Inlet Filter Bag 
ripped open



Full Inlet Filter 
Bag



Filter Mat??



Unmaintained 
Filter Mat



Unmaintained 
Filter Mat



Rock Construction Entrance 
(RCE)



Rock Construction Entrance (RCE)
- Should be maintained and refreshed with clean 

stone
- Helps to keep main roads clean
- Geotextile fabric needs to be installed before 

rocks are in place



Sediment on Road 
from Unmaintained 
RCE



Well 
Maintained RCE



Soil Stockpiles





















































































Contact Information

Ryan Peckheiser:

- ryan@wcdpa.com
- Extension: 174

724-837-5271

Jared Meharey:

- jared@wcdpa.com
- Extension: 102
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