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PDSC…

• What does the site look like before the development takes place?

• What limitations are present?

• What Stormwater Control Measures (SCM’s) should you use?

• Where might you be able to discharge your flow?

• Helps you do a better plan

• Helps you get approval faster



Module 2 says you have to do a pre-development site characterization

The PDSC 
spreadsheet is how
you do a pre-
development site 
characterization



Completing the PDSC spreadsheet…

• Is a requirement of Module 2 for most projects

• Will help you as you move into the design and permitting process

• Will help the Department or the Conservation District to review your 
plan



PDSC Instructions



Filling the Spreadsheet… similar to other DEP 
spreadsheets.  

Use Tab, Arrow, or 
Enter keys to move 
from cell to cell.  
Clicking with the 
mouse may result 
in validation errors.  



The very first question is the most important!!

NO



Site Restoration is a very specific activity



One of these pictures shows a Meadow… one does not.



Filling in the PDSC spreadsheet…

As you start to 
fill in the 
spreadsheet, it 
expands and 
adds new 
boxes



Areas excluded for infiltration SCM’s  

There are 12 
possible 
exclusions for 
infiltration SCMs.  
Use these 
exclusions wisely 
to help yourself!  



Make sure your exclusion selections are reasonable



Attach a map 
showing the 
areas excluded 
for infiltration 
SCMs.  



A very clear example of a PDSC exclusion area map
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In general, a minimum of 4 test pits is required across a site.

And the 
Department 
requires one 
infiltration test per 
40,000 square feet, 
distributed across 
the site.  



You will need to do 
two infiltration tests 
per SCM,
at the elevation where 
you plan to have 
infiltration take place.

Use the Geometric Mean 
to find the average 
infiltration rate among the 
various tests.



Recommended, or not recommended, ways to test for infiltration.

Source: 
PA DEP



Boreholes and infiltration testing…

• You can’t observe the bottom of the hole

• You can’t verify that the casing is “seated” 
in the soil

• The spreadsheet instructions require you 
to do two infiltration tests in each 
borehole 

• The “factor of safety” for borehole test 
results is usually 2 but can be 3 depending 
on soil type



Enter the number 
of infiltration tests.  

(Read the 
instructions 
carefully to 
understand the 
recommendations)  



Source: 
PA DEP



Recommendations—if you disagree, you need a professional to 
justify why you disagree and present documentation.



A Seasonal High Water Table will limit your ability to infiltrate



Abandoned mine lands limit your ability to infiltrate.



PDSC success?

• Make sure you follow the instructions

• Show test pit and infiltration test locations on the plan

• Follow the SWM Manual’s protocols to conduct the infiltration tests

• Check to be sure the numbers on the PDSC spreadsheet match what’s 
in the PCSM spreadsheet and what’s on the drawings.

• Provide a professional opinion to back up your information

If it doesn’t infiltrate, then you have other options for stormwater management…



PDSC     



is your friend
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