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Act 167 

 The Pennsylvania Stormwater Management Act of 1978, or Act 
167, required that within two years following the promulgation of 
guidelines by DEP, each county must prepare and adopt a 
watershed stormwater management plan (“Act 167 Plan”) for 
each watershed located in the county as designated by DEP, in 
consultation with the municipalities located within each 
watershed, and must periodically review and revise such plans at 
least every five years.

 Encourage planning and management of stormwater runoff in 
each watershed.

 Authorize a comprehensive program designated to restore and 
protect the flood carrying capacity of Commonwealth streams; 
preserve natural stormwater runoff regimes; conserve groundwater

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1978&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=167


Current Status of Act 167

February 2026:

Time to Update!



53/65 

municipalities 

have 

adopted the 

ordinance



Act 167 Westmoreland County 

Phase 1

 Completed in 2010 by L.R. Kimball

 Watershed Plan Advisory Committee

 Includes a summary of county watershed 

characteristics

 Inventory of relevant problems

 Proposed scope of study, schedule and budget for 

completion of the phase 2 plan project.

 https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/DocumentCenter

/View/2594/Final_Phase1_062510?bidId=



Act 167 Growing Greener 

Grant Phase 1 Grant 

(Awarded 2026)

 Awarded $50,000 to complete a new Phase 1 Study

 DEP reimburses up to 75% of total project costs

 Phase 1 study needs to be updated before Phase 2 

can be updated.

 Phase 1 will require hiring a consultant to complete the 

study.

 Watershed Planning Advisory Committee will be 

required to meet periodically.



Municipal Support

 Smithton Borough 

 South Greensburg Borough

 St. Clair Twp.

 Trafford Borough

 Ligonier Borough

 Avonmore Borough

 Derry Twp.

 Southwest Greensburg

 Donegal borough

 City of Greensburg

 Mt. Pleasant Twp.

 Sewickley Twp.

 Irwin Borough

 Ligonier Township

 Manor Borough

 Municipality Murrysville 

 City of New Kensington

 Penn Township



Additional Support

 Jacobs Creek Watershed 

Association

 Latrobe Municipal Authority

 Westmoreland Department of 

Planning and Development

 Turtle Creek Watershed Association

 Loyalhanna Watershed Association

 Westmoreland Board of 

Commissioners



Please Join the WPAC

 Your folders include a letter explaining what the watershed planning 

advisory committee is.

 Please sign and return the Watershed planning Advisory Committee Letter 

of Support



Phase 2 Proposed Updates

 Single family home clarification

 Making small project worksheets more user friendly

 Study additional watersheds that were not studied in the previous phase 

2. Provide associated data to Westmorelandstormwater.org

 Adding additional BMPs that small project applicants can choose from

 Clarify ordinance language

 Bring ordinance into line with DEP’s latest rules & regulations



Single family home construction—extent of disturbance



Small Projects 

Sketch Plan



Small Projects 

worksheet



Additional 

BMP’s: Grassy 

swale with 

underdrain



DEP’s standards—what WCD uses to review plans—

have changed since the Act 167 Plan was adopted



Managed Release 

Concept—a new 

approach to meeting 

Water Quality 

standards



A slide on Erosion Potential Analysis



Discussion Questions

 Does your municipality enforce the stormwater 

ordinance?

 What should be clarified or updated in the 

stormwater ordinance?

 Do you use westmorelandstormwater.org?

 How can we address water quality in the 

stormwater ordinance?

 Is the regulated development activity table 

working for your municipality?



Regulated Development Activity Table



 Jacobs Creek (Mount Pleasant area, Scottdale area)

 Loyalhanna Creek (Latrobe area)

 Youghiogheny River (Rostraver)

 Pucketa Creek (New Kensington, Lower Burrell, Upper 

Burrell)

 Indian Creek (Donegal area)

Areas where we did not do much modeling


