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When do I need a Chapter 105 permit?



Chapter 105 permits are for work in water

ÅWaters of the Commonwealth:  streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, ditches, 
wetlands, water bodies, and the floodway of a stream

ÅAll activities that change the 

ÅCourse
ÅCross section
ÅCurrent

of a stream or other body of water



Changing the course, current, or cross section



Chapter 105 permits…

ÅWATERCOURSE Any channel or conveyance of surface water having 
defined bed and banks, 

Åwhether natural or artificial, with perennial or intermittent flow 



Changing the course, current, or cross section



Changing the course, current, or cross section



Floodway: where the water is moving fast!



Floodway:

ÅThe channel of a watercourse and the adjacent land 
areas which are required to carry & discharge the 100 
year frequency flood. 

ÅIn areas where there are no FEMA maps or studies, it is 
assumed that the floodway extends 50ô from the top of 
the bank of the stream 



FEMA Firmette floodplain/floodway map



Municipalities need a Chapter 105 permit…

ÅIf you are working in the stream

ÅIf you are working in the floodway

Municipalities need a Chapter 106 permit… 

Å If you construct, modify, 
remove, destroy, or abandon an 
obstruction in the floodplain



Municipal work in a floodplain requires a permit



What types of Chapter 105 permits are there?

ÅWaiver

ÅGeneral Permit

ÅSmall Projects Permit

ÅWater Obstruction and Encroachment Permit (Joint Permit)

ÅEmergency Permit



Waiver of permit requirements

ÅObstructions in a stream with a drainage area < 100 acres

ÅSmall ponds

ÅMaintenance of stormwater management facilities

Some waivers are automatic but others must be in writing.

You still need to follow all approved E&S and 105 conditions.

Contact WCD for advice.



General Permits… 

General Permits fit pre-determined categories

ÅGP-1 Fish enhancement structures

ÅGP-2 Docks and boat ramps

ÅGP-3 Streambank stabilization and gravel bar removal 

ÅGP-4 Intakes and Outfalls 

ÅGP-5 Utility line crossings

ÅGP-6 Agricultural crossings



General Permit 2, Docks and Boat Launching Ramps



…General Permits

ÅGP-7 Minor Road Crossings

ÅGP-8 Temporary construction crossings

ÅGP-9 Agricultural activities

ÅGP-10 Mine reclamation

ÅGP-11 Maintenance, repair, rehab, replacement

ÅGP-15 Residential construction in Wetlands



General Permit 3, Bank Rehabilitation, Bank 
Protection, and Gravel Bar Removal 

ÅUsed to stabilize an eroding streambank

ÅUsed to remove a gravel bar or sandbar

ÅNot for relocating a stream

ÅWork with the stream where it is

ÅUse riprap or other practice to prevent erosion



General Permit 3, Bank Rehabilitation 



General Permit 3, Bank Rehabilitation



General Permit 3: Gravel Bar Removal 



General Permit 5, Utility Line Crossings

ÅInstallation, operation, and maintenance of utility line crossings of 
waterbodies

ÅCan be used for a large river, a small wetland, or any other water body

ÅNecessary whether open trenching, directional drilling, or attaching 
to a bridge



General 
Permit 5, 
Utility Line 
Crossings



General Permit 7, Minor Road Crossings

ÅFor a bridge or culvert with a 
watershed area of < 1 square 
mile 

ÅNo more than one foot of fill 
over top of the pipe

ÅPipe must be < 100 feet long

ÅtƛǇŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ ΨŦƛǘΩ ǘƘŜ 
stream channel & expected 
flow!



This culvert does not meet GP-7 
requirements!!



A permit allows you to do Maintenance on 
the permitted structure!!



A permit 
requires you 
to do 
Maintenance 
on the 
permitted 
structure!!



General Permit 8, temporary road crossings

ÅUsed to get equipment across a stream or water body

ÅNo limit on watershed size

ÅCrossing may remain for up to one year

ÅBe careful of causing flooding!!!



General Permit 8, temporary road crossings



General Permit 11, Maintenance, Repair, 
Rehabilitation, or Replacement

ÅNot for new construction where nothing exists now

ÅFor bridges or culverts where the watershed drainage area is greater 
than one square mile or 640 acres

ÅCƻǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ DtΩǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛǘΦ

ÅWCD does not issue this GP



What’s required for a General Permit?

ÅMeasurements and Photos

ÅDrawings

ÅUSGS location map

ÅPNDI search

ÅNotification

ÅFill out the permit forms

ÅErosion Control Plan







Compass Inn Footbridge location taken from California Ave. looking downstream.

Proposed Bridge
Span = 18 feet

Proposed height 4 feet



Existing California Avenue bridge shown upstream of proposed Compass Inn bridge location.

12 feet span

3 feet high



PNDI endangered species search

ÅSearches databases maintained by PA Fish and Boat, PA 
Game Comm., PA Bureau of Forestry, and US Fish & 
Wildlife.

ÅEffective July 2, 2012 PNDI receipts and clearance 
letters issued by the jurisdictional agencies will be valid 
for two years. 

Åhttp://www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us/ 



Joint Permit (Water Obstruction and 
Encroachment Permit)
ÅFor large projects

ÅFor projects with large impacts

ÅFor projects which exceed the parameters of General Permits



Joint Permit requirements

ÅEngineering study of Hydraulics and Hydrology

ÅBiologist study of aquatic life, habitat, ecosystem

ÅJustification and alternatives analysis

ÅEnvironmental Assessment 

ÅPublic Notice (Act 14)



Placing a building over a stream is not authorized by a 
General Permit—a Joint Permit is needed



Emergency Permit

ÅIssued by DEP SWRO

ÅFor an urgent situation

ÅContact WCD for advice



Questions:

ÅPlease contact the Westmoreland Conservation District for further 
assistance!

J
James W. Pillsbury MS PE

Hydraulic Engineer 

jim@wcdpa.com

www.westmorelandconservation.org
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