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Erosion & Sediment 
(E&S) Control Basics
In Pennsylvania, any 
earth disturbance 
activity is expected to 
use erosion and 
sedimentation control 
best management 
practices (BMP’s). 









Erosion & Sediment (E&S) Control Basics

When it comes to earth disturbance:

1. If less than 5,000 sqft: E&S best management practices (BMP’s) should be 
installed or applied.

2. If between 5,000 sqft & 0.99 acres:
a. E&S plan must be developed & implemented.
b. E&S BMPs installed or applied.
c. Inform township about the project to see if they require Westmore Conservation District 

(WCD) to approve E&S plan.
3. If over 1 acre: NPDES permit approval is required through WCD/DEP 

Regional Office



E&S Plan Coverage

- Does not always contain stormwater 
management aspects

- Site Restoration: a plan to restore an area 
of earth disturbance to approximate original 
condition

- E&S plan review through Westmoreland 
Conservation District (WCD) depends on the 
municipality through ordinances and/or a 
Conservation Partnership Agreement 
(CPA)



Conservation Partnership Agreement (CPA)

- Municipalities with a CPA are waived
of District review fees

- E&S, Stormwater, and 105 reviews
- WCD will review E&S plans in order to 

verify compliance with Chapter 102 
regulations

- WCD will review Stormwater 
Management plans for non NPDES 
sites

- Provide assistance for sites that may 
be in violation



NPDES Permit Coverage
- NPDES review includes both E&S and Stormwater
- If a site requires a NPDES permit, earth disturbance cannot occur until 

the permit is approved
- Even if a grading permit is approved the applicant still needs the NPDES permit
- If work is conducted without a NPDES permit then coverage needs to be made as soon 

as possible or else violations may develop



Good/Bad Examples of E&S





Stabilized Basin 
Slopes









Wood Chip/Mulch 
Wedge



Compost Filter Sock 
Underminage



Erosion along basin 
slope



More Erosion Along 
Basin Slope



Sediment on Road 
from Non-
Maintained Rock 
Construction 
Entrance



Inlet Filter Bag 
Ripped Open
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Waterbar/Berm





Qualified Visual Site Inspectors
(QVSI)



Who Are They?
- Anyone responsible for 

conducting visual site 
inspections of earth disturbance 
activities under Chapter 102

- Individual has to be qualified in 
order to conduct the inspection 
reports

- If a person is not qualified then 
they cannot fill out the report



Qualified Visual Site Inspector Training (QVSI)

- Complete training on Clean Water Academy (CWA).
- Training is approximately 10 hours long
- Training programs includes 5 courses

- Certified inspector can be from engineering firm, 
construction company, or third party contractor 
Certification lasts 2 years





Other Ways To Be Qualified

- Having an active certification as a 
Certified Professional in Erosion and 
Sediment Control (CPESC) or as a 
Certified Erosion, Sediment, and 
Stormwater Inspector (CESSWI)

- Submitting experience within the E&S and 
PCSM field to a County Conservation 
District that has jurisdiction over a 
project site or DEP’s Bureau of Clean 
Water for projects in multiple counties



Other 
Qualifications 
Document



Visual Site Inspection Reports 
(VSIRs)
- Reports that the QVSIs have to fill out 

after each week or a major rainfall 
event (0.25in)

- Revised 4/2025
- Report includes:

- Stabilized areas
- Waste, equipment, and maintenance areas
- Discharge points
- Possible pollutants
- Dewatering activities
- Corrective actions and more



Solar Farm Updates





Solar Farm FAQ Update



Any Questions?


